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GUATEMATA .' GUATEMATA CITY, 11 JUNE 1954

FORMER GUATEMALAN ARMY OFFICER WITH MANY GONTACES AMONG LEADING GOV!T
OFFICIALS, B-?

1. DURING 3 HOUR TALK WITH LEADING CIVILIAN GOV'T OFFICIALS ON
11 JUNB, PRESIDENT mnmz*‘s‘ihm G8R ARMY TRYING PERSUADE HIM GET RID
OF COMMUNISTS AND CHANGE GOV S POLICY, BUT SAID PRESENT POLICY HIS AND
UNCHANGEARLE WITH OR WITHOUT COMMUNISTS, ADDED WOULD, IF NEGESSARY, ARM
WORKERS AND PEASANTS WHO WOULD SFIGHD D0 LAST MAN® Aaamgﬁxmmmm
OVERTHROW GOV'T, .

(VASHINGTON GOMMENT: ANTI~COSMUNIST SENTIMENT OF ARMY BAS UNTIL
NOW BEEN BALANCED BY PERSONAT LOYALTY OF OFFICERS TO ABBENZ AS FELLOW
OFFICER. HOWEVER, OFFICER'S REACTIQN T0 GOMMINIST ARMS SHIPMEN® T0-
CETHEER VITH GROWING CONCLRN THAT ARBENZ TIRMEY comumn TO PRESHNT
PRO-COMMUNIST POLICIES INDICATES POSSIBILITY MAJOR SPLI® IN ARMY ON

WHETHER T0 CONTINUE SUPPORT TOIAR‘BENZ., ARMY REACTION 70 ANY ARBENZ
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ATTEMPT TO ARM PEASANTS AS COUWTERFORCE TO WAVERTEG ARMY IS KXPECTED
70 BE INDICATION THEIR INTENTIONS TO INITIATE OR SUPPORT ANY ANEi.
GOVIRNMENT MOVEMENT, )
2. ARBENZ ALSO STATED HE WAS TRYING TO SEND FORRIGN MINISTER
GUILLERHO TORIELLO TO SALVADOR TO TATX WITH PRESIDENT OSORTO BUT
HAS BERN INFORMED BY SALVADORANS THAT “OUR MINDS MADG UP AND WE NOT
INTERESTED BEGOMING FRIENDS OF COMMUNIS? GOV'TW,
(VASHINGTON COMMENT: STIFFENING ATOITUNR OF SALVADOR TOWARD
GUATEVALA MAY BE RESULT OF GUAT RECEIPT COMMUNISTS ARMS AND RECENT
COMMUNIST-INSPIREY STRIKES NORTHERN HONDURAS.)
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